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P&Z wary of too-tall plastic manufacturer
by landon fisher
Herald-Banner Staff

The Rockwall Planning and 
Zoning Commission discussed 
a proposed 120-foot industrial 
facility on Aluminum Plant 
Road on Tuesday, ultimately 
reaching no decision on the 
applicants’ request for the 
unusually tall building in the 
area.

Requested by SPR Packag-
ing, a subsidiary of  Alvaplast 
US, the facility would’ve been 

used to produce plastic wrap-
ping, primarily for use in the 
food packaging industry. Some 
commissioners were more 
than wary of  the building’s 
sheer height, which would 
dwarf  any other structure 
between it and the Rockwall 
County Courthouse on Yellow-
jacket Lane.

“I’m just trying to visualize 
the height, and I’m thinking 
you’d be able to see it from 
Fate if  not Royse City,” Com-
missioner Jerry Welch said. 

“That’s my biggest concern – I 
don’t want this to be a big sore 
thumb sticking up.”

The area nearby, which is 
primarily zoned for light in-
dustrial use, would normally 
require a maximum height 
of  60 feet, but a representa-
tive from SPR explained that 
anything shorter than 100 or 
110 feet would be untenable for 
the company’s needs.

For comparison, a typical 
cell phone tower would sit 
between 100 and 150 feet in 

height.
The commission also re-

turned to the topic of  agricul-
tural land use for accessory 
buildings this week, following 
a discussion at city council 
two weeks ago spurred on by 
Dewayne Cain, owner of  Rest 
Haven Memorial Park.

As Cain explained to the 
council, he hoped to build an 
“accessory” building on the 
Rest Haven Memorial Park 
property,  which is zoned for 
agricultural use and has been 

since the property was an-
nexed by the city several years 
ago. 

The problem Cain ran into, 
however, is that city zoning 
ordinances don’t allow for 
the construction of  accessory 
buildings with living quarters 
on agriculturally-zoned prop-
erties, even by specifi c use 
permit, the common exception 
to otherwise standardized zon-
ing requirements.

The Rockwall Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual banquet last Thursday was a rousing 
success, featuring impressive local youth gymnasts, a live-performed musical number and 
a pair of fire twirlers and eaters. Check out the winners of the Chamber’s annual awards 

on Page A5.
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Council nixes storage facility plans for vacant corner
by landon fisher
Herald-Banner Staff

The Rockwall City Council 
voted last week to unanimous-
ly deny a request by Kyle 
Jenkins, on behalf  of  Michael 
Swiercinsky, to turn the 
vacant property just south-
west of  the Yellowjacket Lane 
and Ridge Road intersection 
into the location of  a “mini-

warehouse,” or a multi-unit 
storage facility.

The vote followed an oppo-
site one the week prior, when 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission voted to recom-
mend approval to the council, 
meaning a supermajority 
vote was required to deny the 
request.

The vacant property is 
currently zoned for commer-

cial use as part of  the city’s 
Scenic OVerlay District, an 
area north of  Interstate 30 
and west of  Ridge Road. Per 
the city’s zoning restrictions, 
a storage building like the 
one proposed by Jenkins and 
Swiercinsky is allowed in 
a commercial district, but 
only by way of  a specifi c use 
permit.

Maxwell Fisher of  Master-

plan Texas, a Dallas-based 
planning fi rm that represent-
ed Jenkins and Swiercinsky 
before the council, made the 
peculiar choice of  defending 
its proposal on the basis of  
what the property isn’t rather 
than what the facility would 
have been.

“Retailers are very choosy 

RISD
names

new coach
for Heath

by landon fisher
Herald-Banner Staff

The Rockwall ISD 
Board of  Trustees voted 
last week to name Mike 
Spradlin as the new 
head football coach and 

athletic 
director 
for Rock-
wall-Heath 
High 
School, fol-
lowing the 
recently 
announced 
retire-

ment of  Mickey Moss, 
who coached the RHHS 
football team since the 
school’s third year of  
varsity football, 11 years 
ago. Moss’s career as a 
coach spanned 33 years.

Spradlin, who most re-
cently served as athletic 
director for Magnolia 
ISD, is a 1977 gradu-
ate of  the University 
of  Houston where he 
played football for the 
Cougars. Spradlin has 
also served as a high 
school football coach 
in multiple locations, 
including Midland 
Christian, Navasota, 
Round Rock Westwood 
and Abilene Cooper, 
before joining on with 
Temple High School for 
fi ve seasons.

Spradlin coached 
Temple’s varsity team 
to one 5A Division 1 
championship game in 

Mike spradlin

>> See P&Z, page a3
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Changing the Way the World Ages

CALL
TODAY! • Meal Preparation

• Mobility Assistance
• Toileting, Dressing & Bathing
• Medication Reminders
• Light Housekeeping
• Transportation/Errands
• Companionship
• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
• Pre & Post Surgery Assistance
• Hospital to Home Care

Our high caliber home 
care services include:Your Life. Your Memories. Your Home.

Live Well at Home with Home Care Assistance!

972-722-7833
HomeCareAssistanceRockwall.com

892 Steger Towne Road
Rockwall, TX 75032

Our Cognitive Therapeutics Method™ keeps aging minds sharp through
research-based activities designed to improve mental acuity and slow
symptoms of cognitive decline.

Our Balanced Care Method™ is a holistic program that 
promotes a healthy mind, body and spirit for aging adults.


